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Trade and sustainability

• Global beef trade will continue rising over the next years, driven by 
strong consumption growth in Asia

• With increased trade, comes increased exposure and increased 
challenges, as:
• geopolitical tensions

• biosecurity risks

• and the increasing use of non-tariff barriers

• embedded social and environmental problems



The deforestation risk of different actors’ purchases of Brazilian beef. (A) The relative deforestation risk of major exporters.
(B) The deforestation risk of major markets (as a percentage of all export-associated deforestation risk), plotted against 
their market share (% of exports). (C) The deforestation risk of major markets (2015 to 2017) in the Amazon, Cerrado, and 
Atlantic Forest biomes. (D) The relative deforestation risk of different products—live cattle exports carry a 
disproportionately high risk.



The origin and destination of Brazilian beef. (A) Cattle production (Mtons/year) and the proportion exported per state in 
Brazil, shown for 2017. (B) Breakdown of the origin of sourcing per major market.



Which measures can be taken to help minimize the impacts and build sustainable beef trade flows? 
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