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SOYBEAN

• Key global source of protein and vegetable
oil;

• Soybean meal is currently the largest source
of animal feed in the world;

• Worldwide production has more than
doubled in the last 20 years;

• In 2020, soybean was the world's 42nd most
traded product, with a total trade of US$64
billion - 0.38 % of world trade (OEC, 2022);

• In 2022/2023, the soybean global production
forecasted is 391 Mt and the exports
projected is 169 Mt (USDA, 2022).

Soy simplified 

value chain

Source: Rautner, M., Leggett, M., Davis, F., 2013. 

Deforestation has been linked to soybean 
production. The loss of native vegetation is an 
important driver of greenhouse gas emissions 

and leads to  biodiversity loss.



CONCENTRATION IN THE SOYBEAN GLOBAL MARKET

SOYBEAN EXPORTERS (2020) SOYBEAN IMPORTERS (2020)

Source: Observatory of Economic Complexity https://oec.world/en/profile/hs/soybeans



KEY ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL CHALLENGES

DEFORESTATION AND LAND CONVERSION

HABITAT AND BIODIVERSITY LOSS

AGROCHEMICAL USE

SOIL HEALTH, COMPACTION AND EROSION

FOOD DISPLACEMENT

WATER USE AND POLLUTION

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

COMMUNITY DISPLACEMENT



FRAGMENTED GOVERNANCE OF SUSTAINABILITY 
IN SOY PRODUCTION AND TRADE

Source: https://tradehub.earth/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/202205_TH-Sustainable-Soybean-Supply-Chain_03.pdf
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