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Sustainability standards and their role in 
sustainable agriculture and trade
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• Becoming key instruments for international trade 

governance

• Moving from niche to mass markets, large expansion to 

close governance gaps and address social and 

environmental impact in GVC

• Going beyond minimum regulatory supply chain criteria 

(deforestation, resource depletion, forced labour, etc.) + 

compliance systems

• Shifting from a variety and plethora of initiatives to 

consolidation and convergence?

• Offering MSME market access, business resilience, but 

need trading incentives/stability & enabling environment



Sustainability standards: trends & 
opportunities 
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ITC Standards 

Map: catalyzing 

collaborations 

and tools

Transparency, 

coherence, 

alignment and 

harmonization



Current and emerging regulations on 
sustainable agriculture and trade  
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• National legislative frameworks (food safety, 

nutrition, nutrients, pollutants, wildlife and 

habitat protection, animal welfare, etc.)

• Mandatory due diligence requirements for 

businesses operating in the agricultural 

sector. (transparency, accountability, 

remediation) Ex: EU CS3D, U.S. Slave-Free 

Business Certification Act

• Traceability and reporting requirements (ex: 

EU Deforestation-free supply chains)



Mix of regulations for sustainable 
agriculture and trade  
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• Integration of  provisions for agricultural 

sustainability in trade agreements (FTAs, EU-

Chile Association Agreement)

• Use of sustainability standards as monitoring 

tool in FTAs and public procurement policies

• Sustainability standards = implementation of 

the regulations (increasingly mentioned in 

Trade Agreements)

• Sectoral/supply chain/stakeholder knowledge, 

compliance tools (monitoring  hot spots, 

incentive models, learning)



Looking to the future: standards, 

agriculture and sustainable trade
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• Almost 50% of global trade partners 
effectively setting the sustainable trade 
agenda

• Developing countries need a voice

• WTO TBT principles and ISEAL 
principles as a way forward?

• An opportunity for WTO: minimally 
reasonable guidelines?

• Improving capacity, competitiveness, 
market access, NDCs, while bringing 
the voice of exporting countries

• If you’re not at the table…….
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