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TRADE RULES AND MULTILATERAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
AGREEMENTS (MEAS) 

ENSURING CONSISTENCY, EXPLORING SYNERGIES

Hundreds of MEAs

Dozens include 
Specific trade obligations

Main Types of Trade 
Measures within MEAs

Trade bans

Export/import licences

Notification requirements

Packaging, Labelling requirements



MAIN MEAS WITH TRADE MEASURES

Montreal Protocol

WTO MEA Matrix - https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/envir_matrix_e.htm 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/envir_e/envir_matrix_e.htm


MEA MATRIX



WTO AS A SET OF TRADE RULES

WTO Basic Principles
Prohibition of quantitative restrictions

Non discrimination 
(among partners and between imported 

and domestic products)

Transparency

No unnecessary barriers to trade



WTO AS A SET OF RULES

Environmental requirements, e.g. 
Product/production specifications, 
voluntary/mandatory, characteristics/ 
performance, labelling

TBT Agreement 

(SPS, GATT, 

GATS, TRIPS...)

Price & market mechanisms, e.g. 
Environmental taxes, Emission Trading 
Schemes (ETS)

GATT 

(TRIMs, GATS…)

SCM Agreement

(AG, TRIMs, 

GATT…)

Support programs, e.g. R&D, fiscal, 
price and investment measures

Key WTO AgreementsKey policy instrument

Improve resource use & 
reduce pollutants, e.g. 
for energy efficiency

Internalize env’tal costs, 
e.g. for environmental 
pollution or degradation

Promote development 
& deployment of green 
technologies

Key objective



Almost 2000 measures for 
“MEA Implementation and 

compliance”



WTO members can differentiate between polluting and greener 
products but must avoid unjustifiable or arbitrary discrimination 

or unnecessary or disguised barriers to trade 
[GATT Art. XX, other provisions]

No measure taken under an MEA has ever been found to be 
contrary to WTO rules…



Even when negatively affecting trade, measures can be justifiable if they 
pursue a legitimate objective and if certain conditions are fulfilled, including

What to keep in mind when developing a trade-restrictive
environmental measure
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